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Randall P. Donaldson (Ph.D., 

The Johns Hopkins Uni 

versity) is an Associate Pro 

fessor of Ger man at Loyola 

University Mary land where he 

teaches German language and 

literature in the Department of 

Modern Lan guages and Lite 

ra tures. He also directs the 

Graduate Program in Liberal 

Studies at Loyola. Dr. Donald 

son’s primary research inter

ests are GermanAmerican 

Lit er ary Relations, German 

immigration to the United 

States, and the life and culture 

of the Germans in Maryland. 

His recent work includes 

“William A. Potthast,” in 

Immigrant Entre preneurship: 
GermanAmerican Business 
Biogra phies, 1720 to the Pre 
sent and the foreword to the 

2015 reprint of Dieter Cunz’ 

The Mary land Germans. 

Nicholas Fessenden (Ph.D.Co 

lum  bia University) taught 

His tory in the Upper School at 

Bal timore Friends from 1972 

to 2010 and also at Towson 

University and Maryland In 

sti tute of Art on an adjunct 

basis. Since 2011, he has 

served as president of the 

Society for the History of the 

Ger mans in Maryland. He has 

also been involved in the crea 

tion of the Baltimore Immi 

gra  tion Mu seum, which open 

ed in 2016 and tells the story 

of immigration to Bal timore in 

the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries. 

Helmut Langerbein (Ph.D., Uni 

ver sity of California, Santa 

Cruz) currently serves as Dean 

of Liberal and Performing 

Arts at Southern Arkansas 

University and continues to 

teach and research modern 

German, European, and World 

History. His publications in 

clude Hitler’s Death Squads: 
The Logic of Mass Murder 
and After the Nazis: Denazi 
fication, ReEducation, Re 
con  struction. 

Bernard Penner has been a mem

ber of Zion Church since 

1963, when his father, Reve 

rend Frie demann Penner be 

came the pastor there.  He was 

in stru mental in having Zion 

listed on the National Register 

of Historic Places and has 

served in many different 

capacities on the Church 

Council including President, 

Council Sec retary and Chair 

man of the Ar chives Com mit 
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tee.  He is ac tive in various 

Ger man cultural societies. Mr. 

Penner retired in 2017 as an 

Assistant Attor ney General 

after thirtyfive years of serv

ice as an attorney in the State 

Law Department with assign 

ments including Cri minal 

Appeals and Cor  rec tional Liti 

gation, the State Pro secutors 

Office, the Envi ronmental 

Crimes Unit, the Department 

of the En vi ron ment and 

Maryland Envi ron  mental Ser 

vice.  He holds a Master’s 

Degree from Towson Uni 

versity in Pro fessional Wri  ting 

and has had articles published 

in professional journals and 

per iodicals of general circula

tion. 

Robert W. Schoeberlein (Ph.D., 

University of Maryland), the 

Acting Archivist of Baltimore, 

is employed by the Maryland 

State Archives. His research 

has focused mostly upon Civil 

Warera social history and 

twen tiethcentury mental 

health care reform move

ments. He authored a chapter 

on women’s roles in the forth

coming The Civil War in 

Maryland Reconsidered (LSU 

Press, 2021).  Schoeberlein is a 

Trustee of the Maryland His 

to  r i  cal Society, where he 

chairs its Library Committee 

and is a member of its Pub li 

ca  tions Committee. 

Don Heinrich Tolzmann (Ph.D., 

Uni ver sity of Cincinnati) is 

the author and editor of nume 

rous books on GermanAme 

ri can history and culture. He 

has received many awards, 

including the National Award 

of Merit (Bundesver dienst 
kreuz) of the Federal Republic 

of Germany, the Ohioana Hu 

manities Book Award, the 

Distinguished GermanAme 

 ri  can of the Year Award, the 

Out  standing Achievement 

Award of the Society for Ger 

man  A merican Studies, and is 

listed in Who’s Who in Ame 
rica. He served as Curator of 

the GermanAmericana Col 

 lec  tion and Director of Ger 

man American Studies at the 

University of Cincinnati and 

was a longtime president of 

the Society for GermanAme 

ri  can Studies. 
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